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Far West Neighbors
c/o Neighborhood Services
99 W. 10th
Eugene, OR  97401

New Directions for Far West
With the election of a new board, Far West has
made another successful transition to healthy
organizational sustainability. According to City
criteria, we will be considered an active Neigh-
borhood Association – maintaining elected
officers, consistently scheduled general and
board meetings, mailings sent to neighborhood
constituents at least twice a year, and a work
plan (discussed at our last meeting). With this
issue, the Far West Board is publishing its first
newsletter in many years and is hoping to
produce a neighborhood publication at least
twice a year in the future! If you would like to
help with the newsletter, please let us know. In
addition, Far West expanded its constituency last

Far West Districts Allow for “Micro”- Management

year when Berkeley Park and environs were
reassigned to Far West from their former affilia-
tion with the Churchill Neighborhood Association
(Berkeley Park is the area between 14th and 18th

and delineated by Oak Patch to the west). We
welcome the residents of Berkeley Park to the Far
West Neighborhood Association!

The Far West Board has set a work plan for 2005
that includes fundraising and an initiative to
reach out to the business community in our area.
Our annual “block” party, the Far West Ice Cream
Social, scheduled for August 27, will provide an
opportunity to collectively celebrate our commu-
nity within a community! See you there!

The Far West Neighborhood Association
Executive Board

Shane Kavanaugh   Chair   345-8867
                      shanedixonkavanaugh@gmail.com
Open     Vice-Chair
Amy Murschall      Secretary
Jennifer Rowan      Treasurer

Executive Board Monthly Meetings:
Are usually held the 3rd Thursday of each month at
Lane ESD, Westmoreland Campus, 1717 City View,
and begin at 7:00 pm. Please call Shane to verify.

Quarterly General Meetings:
Far West Neighbors has General Meetings -
September, January, March, and May, usually on
the 3rd Thursday. Announcements are mailed.
  See back page for more meeting info

Our City Councilors
Ward 1
(Encompasses Far West up to the East side of City
View)
Bonny Bettman
Term: Jan 2005 – Jan 2009
Office: 344-3150
Fax: 344-0855
Bonny.S.Bettman@ci.eugene.or.us

Ward 8
(Encompasses the area of W18th to
Amazon Stream, Oak Patch to west side of City
View)
Chris Pryor
Term: Jan 2005 – Jan 2009
Office: 484-6896
Fax: 682-5414
Chris.E.Pryor@ci.eugene.or.us

City of Eugene Neighborhood Services:
Steve Norris Neighborhood Liaison
steve.d.norris@ci.eugene.or.us   682-5009

-- Jennifer Rowan

Do you find that being involved with the
Neighborhood Association (NA) just doesn’t
seem relevant to your everyday life and doesn’t
motivate you to be a consistently “active”
neighbor? The City’s formal designation of
Neighborhood Associations is designed to
facilitate communication with City Neighbor-
hood Services and to provide a direct link to
elected City Councilors and City staff. The
Neighborhood Association is the most effective
means of advocating change for yourself and
benefits for your community, and Far West will
continue to advocate for your regular attendance
and input at our quarterly general meetings and
special issue meetings.

In response to comments voiced by Far West
neighbors over the last couple of years, the Far
West board is now promoting an initiative to
informally subdivide the Far West Neighborhood
Association into smaller districts determined by
natural geographic features, artificial barriers, or
other considerations. The idea is that many
neighbors are more inclined to be involved with
issues and people in their immediate vicinity.
Many formal Neighborhood Associations are just
too darn big. Far West is by no means the largest
of the NAs in Eugene, consisting of over 2500
households, yet our general meetings attract a
very low percentage of our neighbors.

-- Jennifer Rowan

Five districts have been roughly identified by
some of their residents:

• Berkeley Park District: area between 14th

and 18th, City View and Wilson Court
• Mathews Garden District: area between

13th and the Amazon Creek to the south,
Chambers and Garfield.

• Emerald Canal District: area between
18th and the Amazon Creek to the north,
Chambers and Garfield.

• South Garfield District: Garfield, south
of 18th to about 25th.

• Pierce Street District: Pierce Street,
south of 18th to about 25th.

We’d like to see this become a prototype for other
Neighborhood Associations as a means of facili-
tating broader involvement at a variety of levels.
Smaller districts will be encouraged to appoint
neighbors to attend the larger Far West general
meetings to provide representation, offer feed-
back and to raise issues of interest or concern to
the district. If you like this idea and want to
connect with your neighbors to identify and name
your neighborhood as a “district” within Far
West, please contact the Far West Chair, Shane
Kavanaugh.
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POLICY STATEMENT:
This is the official newsletter of the Far West Neighborhood
Association. Newsletters are published and mailed courtesy
of the City of Eugene. Newsletters are produced by neigh-
borhood volunteers and are free to residents and businesses
of the neighborhood. Space is available for letters to the
editor with editorial comment from neighbors. All signed
letters will be published as space permits. Editorials express
the author’s views, not the position of the Neighborhood
Association, the City’s elected officials, or City staff.
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Out of the West
News from the Far West Neighborhood Association

Visit Far West and other neighborhoods on the Web at:
www.ci.eugene.or.us/neighbor



Now we had the attention of the owner/developer
in the person of its principal partner, Steve
Graves.  The circle of interest quickly expanded
to include John Lawless, Principal of the archi-
tectural firm TBG that was involved in the
planning for the property.  In April there was a
meeting between myself, Mr. Lawless, Mr.
Graves, and Mr. Carroll.  Though unable to attend
the meeting, Shane Kavanaugh, Chair of Far
West, submitted a letter on behalf of the Neigh-
borhood Association.

There was a reasonable and cooperative tone to
the meeting.  What became apparent was that the
developer and architectural firm were also in a

difficult position.
They had assiduously
followed the rules and
the guidelines of past
practice but were also
frustrated by the
meaning, methods,
and procedures for
interpreting the
language of the rules
around tree removal. 
Specifically, the City
failed to clarify what
it means to assess
scenic and wildlife
values and, equally
troubling, what it
means to mitigate

against such losses. 

We reached an agreement whereby the developer
would provide $2,000 to ETF to purchase trees
for planting in the neighborhood in a good-faith
attempt to provide for mitigation of the loss of the
trees.  Second, the developer assured me that the
cost of my appeal would be refunded. Third, they
would hire a certified arborist to assess the value
of the trees.  This would provide a starting point
for discussions with the City about how this
ought to be done. Finally, all present agreed to be
signatories to a letter that I drafted to the City,
withdrawing my appeal but also asking the City
to re-examine and improve their practices with
regard to the permitting process. 
  
At the time of this writing the trees still stand but
will soon be cut.  The arborist’s report is nearly
finished and will be helpful to ETF, Far West, and
myself in negotiating with the City Planning
Department to refine practices around notices
(now to also include the notification of the
Neighborhood Association!), and assessment. 
That meeting is being set up and is anticipated to
happen in the next few weeks.

Message from
the Chair: -- Mark J. Siemens, opinion piece

Treed Neighbor Challenges Developers, City

It began with a “Notice of Tree Removal” from
the City of Eugene in February.  The neighbors
within 200 feet of the Westmoreland Medical
Clinic were being notified, as required by City
ordinance, of plans to remove up to 31 trees of 8
inch diameter or greater.  For our little neighbor-
hood this did not sound like good news. 

The medical and dental clinics that are on either
side of 17th Avenue already provide inadequate
parking.  The notice of tree removal sounded as
though a plan for expanded office capacity at the
Westmoreland Medical Clinic was all but
inevitable.  Even more traffic, parking problems,
and pedestrian hazard seemed likely.  In fact,
that remains the
probable outcome. 

A few days later I
had a look at the
trees they were
talking about
cutting down. 
What a shame.  A
beautiful grove of
some of the last
native trees in the
Amazon Creek area
was now threat-
ened. These trees
had been carefully
preserved by the
original building
plans in the seventies.  The 18th and Chambers
area was about to lose the only remaining area
of natural scenic beauty and wildlife habitat. 

Within a week, I developed a response in the
form of a petition that I walked door to door for
signatures from my neighbors along the 1600
block of Grant Street.  It was an excellent
opportunity to renew camaraderie with my
neighbors and to educate them of the develop-
ment plans.  All of my neighbors signed the
petition!  It was submitted to the City Planning
Department, politely acknowledged, and then
within weeks, without further communication or
a hearing, the tree removal permit was granted. 

Meanwhile, a casual conversation between Jesse
(a neighbor at the corner of 17th and Grant) and
Phil Carroll of the Eugene Tree Foundation
(ETF) resulted in Mr. Carroll contacting me to
discuss the situation.  I had also met with the Far
West Executive Board. With the support of Far
West and ETF I decided to submit a formal
appeal to a tree removal permit granted for
private property.  A hearing date was set for the
end of April. 
  

Longtime community activist, Amy
Murschall, has been awarded a Certifi-
cate of Appreciation by the City in
honor of her years of work as a neigh-
borhood leader. Amy, who just com-
pleted five years as Chairperson of the
Far West Neighborhood Association,
continues on the Far West Board as Secretary in
2005. She has been a volunteer with the Eugene
Stream Team and currently is the co-chair of the
Neighborhood Leaders Council (NLC).

City Neighborhood Services established
the award about six months ago as a way to
recognize Eugene’s outstanding neighbor-
hood leaders. The certificate is signed by
the Mayor and reads “In recognition of the
many valuable contributions you’ve made

to our city as a volunteer Neighborhood Leader
for the Far West Neighbors.” Congratulations
Amy, and many thanks for all your good work!

Amy Murschall Recognized with City Award

Medical Center will lose trees
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Contact Shane at 345-8867 or
shanedixonkavanaugh@gmail.com for information

on the Far West Neighborhood Association
and their General Meetings.

Fellow Friends and Far West Neighbors:

Far West is a great neighborhood, and I
have lived here most of my life.

It was in this neighborhood that my
mother and my father each bought their
first homes.  I attended Westmoreland
Elementary and played with my friends
after school in the City View,
Westmoreland, and Oakpatch apartments.
My first summer job was on West 11th, as
was my first (and only) car accident.  In
high school I played in a band that would
practice over on Grant Street and West 9th

Place, sometimes to the chagrin of our
bass player’s folks.

In the fall of 2000, I left Eugene to attend
college in New York City.  After four years
away, I’m now back living in Far West
where I’ve served as the Chair of our
Neighborhood Association since March.

As Far West’s new Chair, I am committed
to assisting and empowering the members
of our community, as well as advocating
on behalf of your interests before the City
of Eugene.  I help organize and run our
Neighborhood Association’s meetings in
order to provide a positive forum where
individuals can come together to openly
discuss the issues affecting Far West, and
also exchange ideas and information
among each other.  These meetings also
serve as a place where Far West neighbors
can meet with Eugene’s elected officials
and also bring concerns before a number
of our City’s agencies.

Our Neighborhood Association is not just
here to listen to the members of our
community – we are also here to act
alongside them.  Far West has helped its
neighbors receive funding for neighbor-
hood improvement projects, throw block
parties and potlucks, challenge developer’s
land use and tree removal applications,
lobby Eugene’s Budget Committee, and
improve the public safety of our streets.
We are also steadfast supporters of our
local spiritual and business communities,
who provide invaluable services and
character in our neighborhood.

It has been a pleasure working with so
many of you in the last few months to
make Far West an even better place to live,
work, and raise a family.  My hope is that
in the coming months, more of our friends
and neighbors will be able to join us in our
efforts.

Very Truly Yours,

Shane D. Kavanaugh



Except for the northwest corner where Garfield
intersects 22nd, this street in the south quadrant
of Far West would be virtually indistinguishable
from those to the east and west: a mix of both
unremarkable ranch houses and older classics
and the few unkempt lawns contrasting with
bursts of high-energy urban landscaping. The
independent efforts at beautification are notewor-
thy, but the intersection at 22nd offers passersby a
look at some real community building in the
form of Eugene’s first City Repair project.

City Repair was a 1996 Portland initiative, the
brainchild of its founder, Portland architect,
Mark Lakeman. City Repair began its work with
the idea that localization (of culture, of economy,
of decision-making) is a necessary foundation of
sustainability. The idea is that neighbors identify
common space and work together to beautify and
make improvements that will encourage pedes-
trian-focused behaviors and provide a public
place to gather and exchange information.
Portland City Repair projects are often elabo-
rately conceived, including painted murals,
landscaping, benches and kiosks where commu-
nity news can be posted and garden harvests can
be shared. For more information about Portland’s
City Repair project, see their website at:
www.cityrepair.org/.

In the summer of 2003, a group of Far West
neighbors attended a local presentation by
Lakeman and began planning the implementation
of a City Repair project for their corner of the
neighborhood. They identified the site at the
corner of 22nd where the Eugene Zendo had
recently relocated. The idea was shared with
more of the neighbors at their first annual
Garfield street block party, the Zendo gave the
community permission to use their space, and
momentum for the project escalated. At any one
point in the subsequent process, there have been
twenty neighbors actively involved in site
renovations, contributing labor as well as profes-
sional skills in architecture, masonry and ceramic
design. In addition, neighbors were encouraged
to engage in fundraising to augment the consider-
able donations and reuse of recycled materials to
move towards completion of the major phase of
the work. In September, 2004, the Garfield and
22nd Street neighbors applied for and were

Neighbors Build Community
With Eugene’s first City Repair Project

awarded a grant of $250 from the Small Grant
Program of Eugene Neighbors, Incorporated.
ENI is a Eugene non-profit organization that
supports community building projects by member
associations; Far West Neighborhood Association
is a member organization of ENI and signed on as
the official sponsor of the grant application. The
ENI grant supported construction of an informa-
tion kiosk, benches and landscaping of the site.

The neighbors at Garfield and 22nd held their
third annual block party on June 25, celebrating
their accomplishments and planning for

future improvements to their project. This year,
they will be working with the City of Eugene to
gain approval to paint a mural in the intersection.
They will also be accepting donations and
working on fundraising projects to cover the cost
of paint and supplies which they roughly estimate
at about $600. Those who are interested in
contributing to the project should be aware that
contributions made through ENI are tax-deduct-
ible. Send your donation to ENI at P.O. Box 44,
Eugene, Oregon 97440 and specify FAR WEST –
GARFIELD ST. CITY REPAIR in the memo line.

Abandoned Cars 682-5713
Animal Control 682-3645
City Council/Mgr/Mayor 682-5010
Dead Animals (Public Works) 682-4800
Graffiti Reporting 682-4800
Grass Cutting/Weeds 682-4800
Homeless/Camping 682-5111
Junk in Yard 682-5819
Neighborhood Liaison 682-5009
Noise Complaints 682-5111
Police Non-Emergency 682-5111
Sidewalk Hazards 682-4800
Speeding Traffic 682-5111
Street Use Permits 682-4800
Street Lights 682-4800

Frequently Used Phone Numbers Some Helpful Tips When Using These
Phone Numbers

Abandoned vehicles on public property:
(city streets) City code says vehicles can’t be
parked on the street in the same spot for more
than 72 hours. Give the license plate number,
vehicle description and exact location. Be
aware that it could be weeks before the car
actually gets towed away. Parking Control
Officers will put a 24 hour warning on the
windshield, followed at least a day later by a
ticket and second warning. A formal notice is
sent to the registered owner, giving them 5
days to move the vehicle. At least 5 days later,
the vehicle will be towed. Cars will be towed
sooner if they pose a public hazard, (ie.
blocking a fire hydrant, driveway, alley or
street). Police will also respond much sooner
if you report a suspicious vehicle with suspi-
cious activity occurring in the car, and/or if
the plate returns as stolen or registered to a
wanted subject.
Burglaries: Burglary is illegal entry into a
building to commit a crime. Burglary is often
confused with robbery, in which force or
threat of force is used against people. You
usually don’t see burglars, but if you are
robbed you always meet the robber. Evidence
of a possible burglary in progress includes
seeing someone climbing in a window, or
coming home and seeing your door kicked in.
If the burglary is clearly over and the burglar
long gone, call 682-5111. Be patient; we
respond to in-progress calls first. Do not clean
up until the police have dusted for prints.
Ideally, don’t even enter the house. To prevent
burglary, arrange for someone to watch the
house while you’re gone; make sure you have
good locks on windows & doors, arrange for a
free home security inspection,  mark your
property and/or form a neighborhood watch.
Unsightly homes and yards: Junk accumula-
tion on the street or within public view falls
under Public Works’ jurisdiction. Junk and
used vehicle accumulation (City Code 6.800)
“Except in an I-3 Heavy Industrial District no
person shall store or permit to be stored used
building supplies, scrap, junk, used furniture,
used plumbing supplies or fixtures, used elec-
trical supplies, fixtures of appliances in any
manner as to expose it to view from a street or
sidewalk adjoining the premises for a period of
more than 30 days. No person shall store or per-
mit to be stored for 48 hours a used motor ve-
hicle or portion thereof without a license plate
or with an expired license plate on any private
or public property unless the vehicle is placed
so as not to be exposed to view from a street or
sidewalk adjoining the premises or unless it is
stored on the premises of a business enterprise
dealing in used vehicles lawfully conducted
within the city. In addition to being violations,
conditions prohibited by this section are also
nuisances and may be abated.” Offensive veg-
etation (City Code 6.815) ie. weeds more than
ten inches high, poison oak, poison ivy, vision
obstructions, extending across property lines,
used for habitation by trespassers, in public way
or causing a fire hazard.

cut out for easy reference

Street Repair 682-4800
Traffic Calming Requests 682-5343
Tree Planting 682-4800

Garfield & 22nd - stop by for a visit

-- Jennifer Rowan

Far West Neighbors 4th Annual Ice
Cream Social: Saturday, August 27th -

Martin Luther King Jr. Park, 10th & Grant,
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm.

 

    balloons, face painting, music, art & more
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And
Coming Soon:

Excerpted form information complied by
EPD Officer Tod Schneider



For the past several years Eugene’s Planning
Division has been hard at work designing the
future of our City’s landscape.  Recognizing the
importance of limiting sprawl and also
preserving our prided sense of “livability,”
Eugene adopted the concept of mixed-use
development as its official growth management
policy in 2001.  The Planning Division calls
mixed-use development a “land use strategy”
that is intended to “concentrate population and
employment in locations with good transit
service and promote a mix of diverse and
compatible activities.”

At the heart of the City’s land use strategy are 38
proposed “Mixed-Use Centers” (MUCs) that
Planners have identified all throughout Eugene.
Characteristic of these Centers are the following
qualities:

• A pedestrian-friendly environment that
encourages and supports transit use,
walking, and bicycling, that promotes a
sense of community, and that improves
livability.

•    A transit stop within walking distance
(1/4 mile) of anywhere in the mixed use
center.

•    A mix of land uses within easy walking
or biking distance of most homes or
businesses in the area.

•    Public spaces that can be reached
without driving.

•    A mix of housing types and residential
densities with overall net density of at
least 12 dwelling units per acre.

If adequately realized, these MUCs have the
potential to limit the expansion of our urban
growth boundary, revitalize Eugene’s downtown
and other historic areas, and provide greater
transportation, housing, and commercial choices
on the small-scale, neighborhood level.  What is
more, Eugene’s mixed-use development concept
provides a well-planned, pragmatic and proactive
approach toward dealing with the inevitable
growth and change within our community.

For those of us living in Far West it is important
to begin asking how mixed-use development will
affect our neighborhood. Yet perhaps even more
important are the questions: how do we want
mixed-use development to affect our neighbor-
hood, and what can we do, as a Neighborhood
Association, to influence this process?

Since March the Far West Neighborhood Asso-
ciation has held two separate meetings aimed to
generate information, ideas, and discussion
surrounding mixed-use development in Far West.

At each meeting we have been joined by mem-
bers of the Eugene Planning Division, who have
not only delivered presentations on mixed-use
development but have also sought the input of
Far West neighbors present at the meetings.

Currently, the Planning Division has identified
three potential Mixed-Use Centers in or around
the Far West Neighborhood, which they are
calling “Chambers,” “Westmoreland,” and “City
View.”  The Chambers MUC would run north
from Chambers and 18th up to 11th and then east
toward Jefferson.  Westmoreland would start on
the other side of Chambers and 18th, move south
until 24th, and then east toward Jefferson.  Lastly,
the City View MUC would stretch from City
View and 18th to City View and 14th, and encom-
pass nearly all of the Berkeley Park area.

While the Planning Division has identified these
potential mixed-use sites in our neighborhood it
remains unclear as to what exactly it has in mind
for these areas, or where it thinks the City should
focus its time and resources.  It is important to
keep in mind that the City has the ability to
rezone areas, offer up tax incentives, and to toy
with sidewalks and streets, but it is ultimately the
property owners and developers who decide what
goes where.  Our role in this process, therefore,
is to focus on where we want to go, and how the
City can help us get there.  Guiding the Planning
Division and the City toward the right areas in
our neighborhood is the first step.

In our two mixed-use meetings, we’ve heard that
Far West neighbors see little need for the City to
focus its energy and money on the City View
area, and that the primary focus for development
in Far West should be at the intersection of 18th

and Chambers.  Neighbors have voiced their
frustration with the appearance of the intersec-
tion, assailed the traffic conditions of the area,
and expressed concern about what kinds of
businesses might move into the area in the future.

What can we do to encourage a business that
enhances our neighborhood to move into the
now-vacant lot on 18th and Chambers?  How can
we work with the City to make 18th Street more
pedestrian-friendly?  What can we do to beautify
and augment the character of 18th and Chambers?

Far West is in a unique position to address these
issues.  We need your feedback, input, and
support.  Please attend the next Neighborhood
Association meeting to express your concerns.
You can also call me at 345-8867, or e-mail me at
shanedixonkavanaugh@gmail.com.

A Call To Arms: Far West
and the City Need Your Help

18th & Chambers - What is the future of this potential neighborhood Mixed-Use Center

Lane ESD,
Westmoreland
Meeting Center

Meeting Location:
Lane ESD/Westmoreland Campus Meeting
Center, 1717 City View.
The brown building on the east side of the
parking lot- enter from City View.

To Add an Agenda Item to the General
Meeting Agenda:

1. Contact the Chairperson when you
receive your meeting announcement
in the mail approximately 1-2 weeks
prior to the General Meeting.

2. Attend a Board meeting that happens
one week prior to the meeting.

3. Email or contact the Chairperson up
until Tuesday prior to the General
Meeting.

New General Meeting Guidelines:
Please raise your hand to be ac-
knowledged.
Please limit you comment/question
to two minutes or less.
Parents are responsible for kids
being quiet participants.

Meeting Structure
During the last ten minutes of the
General Meeting, neighbors will be
able to informally discuss any
additional agenda items that did not
make the deadline.
Feedback Forms will be available at
every General Meeting.

MORE MEETING INFO

In 2003, the Westmoreland Elementary School
property at 1717 City View was being sold by 4-
J School District and its public zoning was
changed to a high density residential zoning. Far
West Neighbors feared that the zoning change
would result in high-density apartments being
built  and unsuccessfully appealed the ruling.
Luckily for Far West, Lane Educational Services
District purchased the property. Lane ESD’s
goal is to provide a safe atmosphere for students
with special needs. The building and campus are
still used as a small school and Lane ESD has
been a generous and involved neighbor.
Far West Executive Board would like to give
special thanks to:
Ron Hitchcock, who recently stepped down as
superintendent of Lane ESD. Mr. Hitchcock was
eager to develop a relationship with Far West
Neighbors and offered free space for us to meet.
Lane ESD hosted our 2004 Ice Cream Social
and many Lane ESD employees attended.
Gary Ross is the Lane ESD Facilities Manager.
Mr. Ross has supported Far West from the
beginning- advocating for us to be given free
space, getting the stairs and wheelchair ramp
fixed quickly, and checking in with the Chair-
person regularly to talk about the future of the
building.
Currently, Far West utilizes the Lane ESD/
Westmoreland Campus/Meeting Center, also
known as the brown building on the east side of
the parking lot. There are tentative plans by
Lane ESD to remodel and rent out the space to
educational groups. Far West has been assured
that a space will be made available to us either
in that building or somewhere else on campus.
We welcome and appreciate our new neighbor.

-- Shane Kavanaugh
-- Amy Murschall
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